
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, CLLINOIS 
CHANCEUY DIVISION 

MICHELLE SEDORY, behalf' of herself and al l . 
others persons knovm and unkno•rn , 

Plaint{//: 

\/. 

ALDI. INC., 

Defendant, 

Pif_N_f "iP 11;' R · ~'":'! 1r~ 
"-J • .It L ~ i!; .ll.P 
dga Ne :! H. Cohen-20 2 1 

~iAY 24 2022 
IRIS Y. M/\RTINEZ 

CLER :; or Tl'~E C iRCUI T C OU RT 
· <)r CO K COUNTY. IL 

Case No .: 2oid~trro·2."76& ·· - ---------· 

Judge Neil f-:1. Cohen 

PRELIMINARY APPROVAL ORDER 

This matter having come before the Court on Plaintiffs Unopposed Motion for 

Preliminary Approval of Class Action Settlement (the " f'vlolion· ') , the Court having 

reviewed in detail and considered the Motion. the Class Action Settlement Agreement 

('"Settlement Agreement"') between Plaintiff Michelle Sedory ('·Plaintiff' or ·'Class 

Representative·") and Defonclant Aldi . Inc. l'"Defendant") (tog.ether, ·'the Partic;s'·), and all 

other papers that have been filed with the Court related to the Settlement Agreement, 

including all exhibits and attachments to the Motion and the Settlement Agreement, and 

the Court being fu lly advised in the premises. IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, as follows: 

1. Capitali zed terms used in this Order that are not otherwise detined herein 

have the same meaning assigned lo them as in the Settlement Agreemc:nt. 

2. The terms of the Scnlemenr Agreement are preliminarily approved as fair, 

reasonable. and adequate. There is good cause to find that the Settlement Agreement vvas 

negotiated at arms-lengtl1 between the P::irtics, who were represented by ex.perit:nced 

counsel. 



3. For settl e1nent purposes only, the c.·ourt finds that the prerequi sites to c.l ass 

action treatment under Section :2 -80 I of the Illinois Code of Civ il Procedure - inclllCl ing 

numerosity, commonality and predominance. adequacy. and appropri ateness of class 

trea tment oi' these cl ai ms - have been preliminaril y sati sfi ed. 

4. The Co urt hereby conditionall y certifies, pursuant ro Section :2 -80 I of the 

Ill ino is Code of Civi l Procedure, and for the purposes of settlement only. the f'ollo wing 

Settlement Class: 

All residents or the State nf Illinois working !Or DefendaJlt in the State of Ill inois 
during the Class Period \Vho scanned thei r hands and/or fingers or anything that 
alleged ly cou ld be considered as biometric identi fiers or biometric inforrnation 
under the Ill inois Biometric In formation Pri vacy Act vvhcn uti li zing timekeeping 
technology provided by Defendant and who do not timely exclude themselves from 
the settlement. 

5. For se ttlement purposes onl y, Plaintiff M iche ll e Sedory is hereby appoin ted 

as the Class Representative. 

6. For sett lement purposes only . the fo ll ov.·ing counsel are hereby appointed 

as Class Counsel: 

David Fish 
Mara A. Balwbols 
Fish Potter Bolanos, P.C. 
200 East Fifth Ave., Ste 123 
Naperville, Illinois 60563 
(3 12) 861 -1800 
ad mi n@fi shlawflrm .corn 

7. The Court recogni zes that, pursuant to the Settlement Agreement, 

Defendams retain all rights to object to the propriety o i' class certi fication in the Lit iga ti on 

in all ot her contexts and fo r al l other purposes shou ld the Sc1tlcment not be finall y 

appro ved. Therefore , as more fully set fo rth below. if the Settlement is not fi nally approved, 

and litigation resumes. thi s Court's preliminary findin gs regard ing the propriety of class 
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certificati on sha ll be of no further force or effect whatsoever. and this Order wi 11 be vacated 

in its entirely. 

8. The Court approves. in fo rm a11d content. the Notice, attached to the 

Settlement Agreement as Exhibit l and find s that it meets the requirements of Section 2-

803 of the Illinois Code o!" Civil Procedure nnd satis li es Due Process requirements under 

the U.S. and Illinois Constitutions. 

9. The Court finds that the planned Notice sd forth in the Se ttlement 

Agreement meets lhe requirements of Sec lion 2-803 of the Illinois Code of Civil Procedure 

and constitutes the best notice practicable unde r the ci rcumstances. where Class Members 

are current or former employees of Defendant and Illa)' be readily ascertained by 

Defendant ' s records. and satisfies fully th e requirements of Due Process. and any other 

applicable law. such that the Settlement Agreement and Final l\pproval Order \vi ii be 

binding on all Settlement Class Mernbers. ln addition, the Court fi nds that no notice other 

th an that specifically identi fi ed in the Sertkment Agreement is necessary in thi s ac tion. 

The Parties. by agreement may revise the Cla;;s Notice in \Hty s that arc not materia l. or in 

ways that are appropriate to update those documents for purposes or accuracy or formatting 

for publicati on. 

I 0. Analytics Consulting. LLC. or such other enlity that the parlies mu tuall y 

agreed upon. is hereby appointed Sett lement Adm inistrator to supervise and ad min ister the 

notice process. as \Nell as to oversee the admin istra ti on of the Set11ement. as more fu lly se t 

fo rth in the Settlement Agreement. 

11. The Settlement Administrator may proceed with the dis tribution o!' Class 

Notice as set fo rth in Lhe Setllement Agreement. 

.., 
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12. Settlement Class Members \vho wish lo rece ive benefi ts under the 

Settlement Agreement do not need to take any a t'iirmative action to claim their pro ra ta 

share of the Settlement Fund. 

13 . Settl eme nt Class Members shall be bound by al l determinations and orders 

pertaining to the Settlement, including the release of all claims to the extent set fo rth in the 

Settlement Agreement whether fovorable or unfavorable. unless such persons request 

exclusion from the Settlement Class in a timely and proper manner. as hereinaller provided. 

Settlemcnl Class f\!lcrnbers who do not tirnd y uncl va li dly req uest exclusion shall be so 

bo und even if they have previously initiated or subsequently initiate litigation or other 

proceedings aga inst the Defendant or the Releasees relating to the cla ims rel eased under 

the terms of the Se ttlement Agreement. 

14. Any person within the Settlement Class may request exclusion from the 

Sctllement Class by expressly stating their requc:s t in a written exclusion request. Such 

exclusion requests must be received by the Settlement Administrator in written form. by 

first class mail.. postage prepaid . and postmarked. no later than 45 duys after the Notice 

mailing date. 

15. In order to exercise the right to be excluded. a person withi n the Sc tllemc:n t 

Class must timely send a written request for exclusion to the Settl ement Admini strator 

providing their fu ll name. address. telephone number. the name and number of the case. a 

statement that they wish to be excluded i'rom the Sett lement Class. and must be personally 

signed by the person request ing exclus ion. No person \.vithin !he Settlemen t Class. or any 

person acti ng on bchalf' o f~ in co ncert with , or in participation \V ith that person within the 
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Settlement Class. may request exclusion i'rom the Settkmelll Class o l' any other person 

within the Settlement Class . 

16. Any person in the Settlement Class who dects to be excluded shall not: (i) 

be bound by any orders or the Final Approval Order: (ii) be entitled lo re li ef under the 

Settlemen t Agreement; (i ii) gain any ri ghts by virt ue o !~ thi s Sett lement Agreement: or (iv) 

be entitled to object to any aspect of thi s Settlement Agreement. 

l 7. Class Counse l may file any motion seeking an a ward of attorneys· fees of 

up to thirty-fi ve percent (35%) of the Sett lement Fu nd. plus the ir reasonable costs and 

expenses. as wel.I as an Incentive Award of Ten Thousand Dollars and Ze ro Cents 

($ I 0,000) fo r the Class Representative, no later than August 31 , 2022. 

18. Any Settlement Class f'vlember who bas not req uested excl usion fro m the 

Settlement Class and who \vishes to objec t to any aspect o f the Settlement Agrc:ement, 

including the amount of the attorneys' fees. costs. <md expenses tha t Class Cou nsel intends 

to seek and the payment of the l nccn ti ve !\\Va rd to the Class Representati vc. may do so, 

either personall y or through an attorney, by filing a written objection. together with the 

supporting documentation sel for th below in Paragraph J 9 of thi s Order, wi th the Clerk of 

the Court. and served upon the Class Co unsel, Defendant · s Counse l, and th e Settl ement 

Admin istra tor no later than 45 days after the Noti ce mail ing date . 

19. Any Settlement Class Member vvho has not reques ted exclusion and who 

intends to object to the Settlement must sta te, in writing. all objections and the basis for 

<1ny such objection(s) , and must also state in writing: (i) their full name, address, and 

telephone number; ( ii) the case name and number of thi s Lit igation; (iii) the date range 

during which they were employed by Dei'cndan t.: (iv) ni l grnunds for the objec ti on. with 



fr1ctua l and legal support for the stated objection. including any supporting materials: ( v) 

the identification of any other objections they have filed , or have had tiled on their behalf. 

in any other class action cases: and (vi) the objector·s signature. Objections not filed and 

served in accordance wi th thi s Order shall not be received or considered by the Co urt. Any 

Settlement Class Member who fails to timely file and serve a wrilten objection in 

accordance with this Order shall be deemed to have waived. and shall be forever forec losed 

from raising. any objection to the Settlement, to the l'airness. reasonabkness. or adequacy 

of the Settlement, to the payment of attorneys· fees, costs. and expenses. to the paymen t of 

the Incentive Award, and to the Fimtl Approval Order and the ri ght to appeal same. 

20. A Settlement Class Member \.vho has not requesred exclusion from the 

Settlement Class and who has properly submitted a written objection in compliance with 

the Settlement Agreement may appear at the Final Approval Heari ng in person or through 

counsel to show cause \Nhy the proposed Settlement should not be approved as fair. 

reasonable. and adequate. Attendance at the hearing is not necessary; hO\·Vever, persons 

wishing to be heard orally in opposition to the approval of the Settlement and/or Pl aintiffs 

Counse l" s Fee and Expense Application and/or the req uest fo r the incent ive !\ward to the 

Class Representative arc required to indicate in their vvritten objection their intention to 

appear at the Final Approval Hearing on their own behalf or tlu·ough counsel. For any 

Settlement Class Member who files a timely written objection and who indicates thei r 

intention to appear at the Final Approval I !earing on their own behalC or through counse l. 

such Settlement Class Member must also include in their vvritten objection the identity of 

any witnesses they may cal.l to testify, and al I exhi bit s they intend to introduce into evidence 

at the Final Approval Hearing. which shall he attached. 
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21. No Settlement Class Member shal l be entitl ed to be heard. and no obj ec tion 

shall be considc:red, unl ess the requ irements set fort h in this Order an d in the Seulemen t 

.Agree ment are fully salisfiecl. Any Settlement Class Member who does 1101 make their 

objection to the Settlement in the manner prov ickd herein. or who does not also timely 

prov ide copies to the designated cou nse l of record fo r the Parties at the addresses set forth 

herein . shall be deemed to have waived any such objection by appeal, co llatc:ral attack. or 

othen.vise. and sha.11 be bound by the Settlement Agreement, the releases contained therein, 

and all aspects of the Final .A pproval Order. 

22 . A ll papers in support o f' th e final approval o!" lhe proposed setLlement sha ll 

be filed no later than seven (7) before the Final Approval Hearing . 

23 . A hearing (the ·'Final 1\pprova l Hearing··) shall be held before the Court on 

September 7, 2022 at 9:30 a.m. in Co urtroom 2308 (or al such other time or locati on as 

ihc Co urt may without further notice direct) for the fo llowing purposes: 

(a) to fina lly determine whether the applica ble prerequisites fo r settkment class 

action treatmelll under 735 lLCS 5/2-80 l have been met; 

(b) to determine \.vhether the Settlement is fair. reasllnab le and adequate. and 

should be approved by the Co urt; 

( c) to deterrn i ne whether the j udgmcnt as provided under the Settlement 

/\grcement sho uld be entered, includi ng an order prohibiting Settlement Class Members 

from further pursuing. claims released in the Se tt lern t: nt Agreement; 

( d) to consider the appl icalion for an awa rd of atiorneys · tees. costs and 

expenses of Class Co unsel: 
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(e) to consider the appl icati on fo r the lm:entive Award to the Class 

Reprcsentar ive; 

(i) to consider the distribution or the Se ltlcrnent Fund pursuant to the 

Se ttlement Agreement: and 

(g) to rule upon such other matters ns the Court may deem appropriate. 

24 . The final Approval Hearing may be postponed, adjourned, transferred or 

conti11ued by order of the Court without further noti ce to the Settlemen t Class. At or 

fo llowing the Fi na l Approval Hearing, the Court may enter n judgment approving the 

Settlement Agreement and a Fi nal Approval Order in accordance with the Settlement 

Agreement that adj udicates the ri ghts or al I Settl ement Class Members. 

Sett k rnent Class Members do not need to appear a l the Finnl Approval 

Hearing or take any other action to indicate their approval. 

26. All discovery and other proceedings in the Litigmion as bel\.\ een Plainti ff 

and Defendant is stayed and suspended um il l'urthcr order of the Cou rt except such ac tions 

as may be necessary to implement the Settlement ;\ grecmenl and this Order. 

27. For clari ty, the deadlines set fo rth above and in the Settlcmenl Agreement 

are as fo ll ows: 

Class List Sent to Admini strator: 15 days after preliminary appro\'a l order (6/8/22) 

Notice to be completed by: 14 days after rece ipt of Class List (6122122) 

Ob_i ection/Exclusion Deadline: 45 days afte r the Notice Date 

Final Approva l Moti on Due: 8/31 122 

Final Approval Hearing: September 7, 2022 at 9:30 a.m. 
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fT TS SO ORDERED. 

ENTERED: 

Date 
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